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Research project: Learning from

food provisioning networks Iin ;

regions of Kenya

A project that aims to improve our understanding of howactors,
relationships and practices converge in urban food markets

And how it shapes how these are organized

Objective today:

Zoom inthrough two empirical exampleshow traders and
authorities negotiate market regulations, infrastructures and
livelihoods

And!
Discuss what this might mean for the governance of urban food
markets




A bit of context. KisumuCity, Kenya

Image 1:u Rt 202 W9 Rq! kKt WhnYYT WHYI | RIT Wfl‘g‘f' % ¥uf+ respectively: Kisumu City on Google Maps (2025); Map of

Source: Loo et al. 2020, figure 1, page mformal settlements in Kisumu City; Land §egregation as result of colonial
20. planning. Sources: Google Maps (2025); Simiyu (2022); Onyango et al. (2005).
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Studysitesandmethods

Case |.KibuyeMarket: Relocation Case ll.Kondelemarket: Legalization
(Tomatowholesalers and retailers) (Fruits- and vegetableretailers)

Image5:h ~¢ U! ¢ qge¢ Kk WY | WaqldaGY!l ¢l ! W ql 2 #aq elmagel Fruitsdand vegetable stall inKondele Market andKeNHApole.
of used tomato crates and used for resting, Source: Author.

meetings, money counting. And in our case:

Interviewing. Source: Author.
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Case |KondeleMarke g

Image 7 & 8: Fruits- and vegetable stall in
Kondele Market. KeNHA pole. Source:
Speaker; fieldwork May-August, 2025.
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KondeleMarket:
Whatonce
5Ct B

AnfUnYl GcakrWNI Ys q6
reserve under the jurisdiction
of KeNHA

A Operated as a (food) market for
the last 40 years

KeNHA

A Safety hazard for consumers
and traders

A Public facilities cannot be
provided (i.e. waste
management, water supply)

A Traders who capture this place
are difficult to remove when
necessary

Image 9: Aerial shotKondele Market 2005,
2010, 2020, 2025. Source: GHproduced
images Severiano Odhiambo. (2025).




KondeleMarket:
Whatonce
5Ct B

A Livelihoods for women,
widows, youth and the
elderly

A Wide diversity of food
products for neighboring
hRUNY! Gc¢adk W 1Jqc
(Obunga, Manyatta A)

A Situated on a busy traffic
node, enables purchasing
on the go

Image 9: Aerial shotondele Market 2005,
2010, 2020, 2025. Source: Giproduced
images Severiano Odhiambo. (2025).



KondeleMarket:Legalizatiorefforts

Difficult to govern

A Kenyan National Highway
Authority (National-level):
Responsiblefor construction and
maintenance of national roads

Also: KenyanUrban RoadsAuthority
(KURARNd KenyanRural Roads
Authority (KeRRA

A Public Housing Department
(County-level): Responsiblefor
building of constructions on
governmentowned land

A City Management (city-level):
Responsiblefor installing
necessaryfacilities for safe food
provisioning (e.g. waste
collection, waterand sanitation,
within-market roads, electricity).

Image 10: Aereal shots ofKondele Market in 2005 (GlSenerated) Source: Severiano Odhiambo (2025).
Edited by market womerKondele & Candy Oloo (ceresearcher).Image 11: Google Maps. Aereal shots of
Kondele Market in 2025 and edited by market womeKondele & Candy Oloo (ceresearcher).



Whatcouldthisteachus?

I O IthepsHYthereis adesignatedmarket. Yes,we do not
dispute it [the road] belongs to the government but at

the end ofthe day, you only sell 300 shilling, butyou eat

food worth 700 shilling in aday, you pay rent and bills like
water and electricity. Kidsare goingto school, using
transport fees. How can 300 shilling help insuch a
situation? Even insavingn C3OI0s = = Ybiu Y UT 130 1J

A Places can hold multiple meaningsto different
people all at once (i.e. food marketand/or road
reserve)

A Rejectthe meaningthat does not it the vision of -
the~¢ |l t DqO~¢cUc NG UQqIOAY

A Or supportthe traders in their search for a
workable compromise?

Image 12.h ~¢ U! ¢ qq¢ Kk
structure made of used tomato
crates and used for resting,
meetings, money counting. And in
our case: Interviewing.Source:
Speaker.
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Case |. Kibuye Market:
Relocation

A Largest food distribution point in town

A Borders Kakamega Road
(main vein that passes through the city)

A Market Management Policy

A Plans for renovation! And safeguarding of
continued business conduct

AAIJt GYUtY Dell9Yel quwract It AU
A What is going on?

Image 13 (right): Newspaper article on the planned relocation of traders
from Kibuye to Uhuru Business District. Source: Matete (2025).

Traders at the
Kibuye market
in Kisumu
counly JFILE

Traders move as Kibuye
market upgrade nears

Operations will temporarily move to Uhuru Business Complex

FAITHMATETE

TIHE County Government ot Kisu-
mu has announced plans to upgrade
Kibuye marker, the langest open-air
market in East and Central Afrca,
with renovanions set to begin in early
August 2025.

The project, funded by the nanonal
government through the State Depart-
ment of Iousing and Urban Develop-
ment, aims to modemise the market's
infrastructure, improve accessibility
and create a more conducive trading
environment.

More than 4,000 wholesale and
retail traders operare from Kibuye
Market, making it a crincal commer-

will be temporarily relocated to the
Uhuru  Business Complex  locared
along Nyerere Road.

City manager Abala Wanga said
the facihry has been prepared to host
the traders and includes enhanced se-
cunty, clean water, modern sanitation
and ongamised stalls railored to various
business needs.

Traders have been msued a three-
week relocation notice starting imme-
diately.

Those who had previously been al-
locared spaces at the Uhuru Business
Complex but have not occupied them
have been urged to do so without
delay, failing which the county gov-
emment will repossess these for reas-
sygment.

business activinies,” Wanga satd. Infor-

mation desks have been established
both ar the market and the new venue
to assist traders with ingquiries or relo-
cation support. E

The City of Kisumu is also grap-
pling with challenges in maintaining
its street lighting mfrastructure, cting
financial constraints as a major hurdle.

Qur of the any’s 50 kilomerres of
street hghting coverage, only 5 kilo-
metres were mamtained in the lase
financial year, mostly along kev high-
ways.

Vandahsm and overloading of pow-
er lines have worsened the situation,

leading to frequent faults in conduc-
tors and rimers.
Despite these difficulties, the cary




ba BVhadilimakes a good market, according to youe H

/B[ Riti$ adtRelldenter . It is acentral place where, those
t) who are coming from Kisii, Oro, Kongomaor Luanda, eh?
Wh atl I lakesa I I larket 4 All meet here. Thisis like acentral place where you can get
everythingOwWla uf x uRHza ! Ux ZM=ZPMZXZ MIel

rYouwill stay at the roadsidee /ba this idlwhat most of us depend on to take care of our

N Golddside, becauseit [Uhuru] is far from where | stay. families and school fees for our kidstOr LLI
Becausel stay in Manyattaand the place is far. ljust go [009 Kondele 20240625] rdlow these tomatoes | get. | get moneyl took my
there. Wait for the people from the JuaKali [metalworks]. children to school . Theyfinished Form-IT 1 LU
TheybuytOw lla M=ZMx u RHe ! UXx Z=M=ZPMT=Z=¢ [023_Kibuye 20250722]
/ba Eis idlour source of livelihood and it has prevented . : :
us from being beggars or evenour kids too. Whenthe ﬁéabur?;?em\)/ggil | aa:vegw%cgggqr&r;rl hgvd?ﬁ)?:lzp?jgﬁﬂgt
Ch'-ld['er,] are se;ated at f[he hou_se, they ha_vedeswe'sthat this is my stall. Evenifitistoo little, Ican get something.
H c We satisfied. Butif they find me selling here, it

N < — 500 5 - — — 5 9 B e IBdbkameltime, | am a widowtOr LU
becomesJct ! WO Wl DOwWa MM=x uRHza! Ux Z=M=ZPMT ==Ze (017 Kondele 20250710]

~Yt qWYnWad JWal ¢T 131+ Wet IJWGE ¢ qc¢ q e khdiéss Gocrovenddnt) Halatll Bhérd, Reduirity-wise iOidlo Y 2 LU

GRNDOqWEE 2IWOPEWY N W6 13Wal ¢T 131t Weithik tbe®Hiidtes, mapppjecare ndilborGigt Slo, that 13 WHy LLI

26 RBOGIUE e WgqYWNWalWaVYLWaélJWael t1JaqpedpiestarimbVindgimbards thercehiledhddikbet rdddsis g 6 R Ut WY n LW
locating a market,you must think of access HOLWA B € HOWO Y 2 Ud02 KlgaP50604]
think of how these traders are going to access the market. How

these traders are going to get their supplies delivered to the

market. [011_KI 20250724]

/b7 avithlbhe, the business helped me a lot. It has
helped me to educate my children KO LU

[024_Kibuye 20250722]

b E én&tlitHts, you can look atthem as also eh, central

places and eh, how people convergethere. So, thereis /b B € Liwbrven ghd are doing those small, small

that kind of conversionsOLs MMP x u RH e | 1J x =hJusinesses. Midséofthem, they¢ | I W RUNG WG ¢ 1
them eh, maybethe husbands died. Theyare the bread

. . . winners. | cansayit like that. Soyou know, when you sell this
{E\O/’e tﬂsé(ljsi Ptoowslcshtggeg]Wlt?aﬁrjr(l;cha”rgjII'_eenaf?qlVBegée%l:LeLsu;!.| I amount of tomatoes, the money will also be used in the house.
008 Kondele 20250624%3 9 Thisis where you get your daily breadtOw LL

[019 Kondele 20250714]



Business continuation In
jeopardy:

A Installment of new, modern stalls could lead to
unfavorable, privatized ownership structures

A Existing leadership in Uhuru is likely to collide
with the dominant market leadership in Kibuye
Market: In a restless market, money does not
HRI Haldc¢cqldulto

A Uhuru Business District is known to be poorly
connected to urban transport networks

A Additional transport costs cannot be
shouldered by the traders, nor their fixed
clientele

A!‘l L4

Traders at the
Kibuye market
in Kisumu
counly JFILE

Traders move as Kibuye
market upgrade nears

Operations will temporarily move to Uhuru Business Complex

FAITHMATETE

TIHE County Government ot Kisu-
mu has announced plans to upgrade
Kibuye marker, the langest open-air
market in East and Central Afrca,
with renovanons set to begin in early
August 2025.

The project, funded by the nanonal
government through the State Depart-
ment of Iousing and Urban Develop-
ment, aims to modemise the market's
infrastructure, improve accessibiliry
and create a more conducive trading
environment.

More than 4,000 wholesale and
retail traders operate from Kibuye
Market, making it a crincal commer-

will be temporarnily relocated to the
Uhuru  Business Complex  locared
along Nverere Road.

City manager Abala Wanga said
the facility has been prepared to host
the traders and includes enhanced se-
cunty, clean water, modern sanitation
and organised szalls ratlored to various
business needs.

Traders have been wsued a three-
week relocation notice starting imme-
diately.

Those who had previously been al-
locared spaces at the Uhuru Business
Complex but have not occupied them
have been urged to do so withour
delay, failng which the county gov-
emment will repossess these for reas-
SiZOIment.

business activinies,” Wanga satd. Infor-
mation desks have been established
both ar the market and the new venue
to assist traders with inguinies or relo-
cation support. E

The City of Kisumu is also grap-
pling with challenges in maintaining
its street lighting infrastructure, ating
financial constraints as a major hurdle.

Our of the aty’s 50 kilometres of
street hghting coverage, only 5 kilo-
metres were mamtained in the lase
financial year, mostly along kev high-
ways.

Vandalism and overloading of pow-
er lines have worsened the situation,
leading to frequent faults in conduc-
tors and rimers.

Despite these difficulties, the cary




Womentraders as breadwinners:

OBUNGA

TOM MBOYA
ESTATE

Kibuye Market, Uhuru Business District and
Kakamega Road.

A n

PY

¥po®

Bypass Highway Aemybip ssedhd

Bypass Highway

BV

KONDELE

od
(=)

MANYATTA
(=}

MANYATTA A

(o}

(o)

MANYATTA B
J

A
e

Centrality and movement:

ba BVhdilinakes a good market, according to youe

/b Riti$ adtRelidenter . It is acentral place where, those
who are coming from Kisii, Oro, Kongomaor Luanda, eh?
Allmeet here. Thisis like acentral place where you can get

T_e\TerythingOl-bLUs:l MMNx uRHz! Dx=M=ZPMzZIMMNe W
~Yt qWYnWaqé IWal ¢T I+ Wet JWEEaqe qea K
ORNDOqUWEE2VWPPEWYnWaéIWal ¢TIt We
26 RAGIIL e WaVYWNWallgYWadWic!l t 1Jak

2 LU

locating a market,you must think of access HOllsa B & HOLWO Y
think of how these traders are going to access the market. How
these traders are going to get their supplies delivered to the
market. [011_Kibuye 20250724]

nYouwill stay at the roadsidee
b N Golddslide, because it [Uhuru] is far from where | stay.
Becausel stay in Manyattaand the place is far. ljust go
there. Wait for the people from the JuaKali [metalworks].
Theybuylow s M= Mx u RHa ! Ux =M=ZPMT ==&
IsBe lll~Yt quwWynlLl
b E én&titlts, you canlook atthem as also eh, central
places and eh, how people convergethere. So, there is
that kind of conversiontOlla MMPx u RHz2 ! X Z=M=ZPMZ

rd’hereis no movement . Halafu [then], security-wise it is
within the estates, people are not coming. So, that is why
people started movingtowards the center, near the roadstOm LU

[002_Kondele 20250604]



Whatcouldthis
teachus?

A A common understanding between
women traders and authorities that it is
Important to safeguard the continuation
of their business conduct

A But amisalignment in terms of what this
continuation requires

A Unexpected actorsthat need to be
Incorporated further in the planning
process: within-city transport networks

A Might require us to improve our
understanding ofwhat ties them to place



L9
3 <HER R NS OdE CAFY S
B R S ——

Conclusion:

A For a foodstudy, | have spokerremarkably little about food!

A Thus Important to keep working towards establishing better
connections between urban food systemsand other urban

systems that support it (Battersby et al. 2023)

And!

A Take unexpected actors into account (i.e. transport
networks, road infrastructure authorities)

A GGI YEHOWGYURA! Wact RUNDWGAY
Gt WGUYGH UK WetAJ2RGGe!lI T 4
A Recognize (food) traders as policymakers in their own right
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Slides of Severiano
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Territorial markets,
FAO resources
and beyond
by Florence

Tartanac

Rome, 27 January 2026

FAO Territorial markets
Initiative :
A www.fao.org/nutrition/m

arkets/territorial -
markets-initiative

A Onemethodology to
mapp Territorial markets

A Onevideo

A Adashboard with results
from 14 countries
including Kenya, Rwanda
and Senegal

T

CSM study for CFS (2016)

https://www.csm4cfs.org/wp -
content/uploa ds/2016/10/Ean|s
h-CONNECTIN
SMALLHOL)_RSO
MARKETS.pdf

IPES Food report (2024)

A https:/lipes -food.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/FoodF
romSomewhere.pdf

A Reports with Rikolto (2024):

A https://lopenknowledge.fao.org/it
ems/4d L43abb-d658(-4757-
8454-498dfcabe3ed

A https://www.rikolto.org/stories/k

ey-takeaways-on-leveraging
traditional -markets-and-public-

ood-procurement-for-better-
nutriti on

T

T
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Internal

Breakout session

What are the key challenges in your
local market, and what solutions are
underway or what could help address

them?
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Internal

Upcoming dates

m— T esday 9 December 2025
Tuesday 27 January 2026
Tuesday 10 March 2026 NEXT UP!
Tuesday 28 April 2026
Tuesday 9 June 2026
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Internal

Feedback!

v &)

Join at menticom | use code 23348168 - e

Menti
NICE Peer-learning #2 2 O

On a scale of 1-5:

Choose aslide to present

Questions?

How satisfied are you with your experience in today’s peer-learning session?

e

Inveur conbext, what is the biggest challenge for urban food markets? (add
VOur Gty in your onsiwer)

Responses wil not be shown

0/1 responded

Extremely satisfied

tbe

Center
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Internal

Sugagestions for topics
Ny o) v

Join at menticom | use code 23348168 - e

Menti

. . . . NICE Peer-learning #2 A ©
Any suggestions for upcoming peer-learning topics?

Choose aslide to present

All responses to your question will be Each response can be up to 200 Turn on voting to let participants vote

shown here characters long for their favorites Questions?

=

in your cortest. what is the biggest challenge far urban food markets? [odd
OUF City i your answer)

tbe

, - 975 NUTRITION .
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Center




Thank you

for your attention!



